
Dear Mr. St ev en s , 

Haz elton, Nor t h Dakot a 
J'!ay 22 , 19 44 

I re c eived y our most i nteresting le tte r of May 13th , l ast 
week . I ' l l admit t ha t I am :puzzled about tl:.e whole affair and 
I think I have good reason to be . 

Yes , 1ive ha ve re c eived the "remains" of our son on April 21 .. 
We also had the undertaker open t h e casket , although we spent 
ne ar ly all day arguing to get it opened . And it :Vas no wonder 
t hey didn't ant us to open it . There was not h in g in t he re 
ex c ept a unifo r m and four teeth. They sai d t h ere were three 
more b ones supposed to be bur i ed in the sand a t t he bottom of 
t h e casket. I should ha ve t ak en a look a t the bones but I 
didn ' t. I t h in k t he sand was just put in to make we i gh t and 
not to keep tpe bones from rattlin g a s we were told . They told 
me that "Va lter wa s i dent i f i ed bythe impr essions of t h ose te et h .. 
I don't see hov: t hough be c ause t he re was no enamel on t he 
t eeth . As much as I know the enamel sta ys on much lon ge r t han 
t ha t . Everyone t ha t saw those teeth sa i d they must have bee n 
abo ut 20 y~a.r s ...... o-1-d. -

Do you happen to know if t h ey t ak e impressions of the 
teeth of thos e in the Air Corps? I kno w t hey don't in the 
re gu lar army . 

Did you receive y our son ' s identi f ic atio n tag? The e scort 
told me they never found Walter's identificati on tag ; in f a ct 
he t ol d""'"they found only 4 t ag s. 

If any of your s on' s per s ona l be l ong in gs were returned , 
where were they sent from? In a le tter received from Kansa s City 
( a l so from where the personal belon gi ngs were received) it wa s 
stated t h ey ar ri ved from overseas . 

Also I c an 't ima g ine why Wal ter didn't wr ite to me afte r 
Juri e 20th (th at was two eeks befor e the accident occurred) ~ 
He never made me wait t ha t lon g for a letter . Ju. so his will 
:11a s made out on June 20 (on a Sunda y ) . The l as t letter h e 
wrote t o me was on Ju ne 20 and in that letter h e never mentioned 
anything ab out it . The only thing h e mentioned ab out his wor k 
was t hat h e ha d to stop writ i ng and get to work , and h e wis h ed 
he weren't on the night shift . 



The escort told u s a fe w conflictin g stories about t h e 
accident . F irst h e said there were wild ho gs on th e island 
and it was thought they destroyed t h e b od i es . Later he denied 
t h is statement . He also said one motor and one wing wa s burned 
an d t he bodies were thro wn cle a r of t he wrec kage . The es c ort 
c ontr ad icte d h i ms el f wit h several more stor.ie s t ha t I j ust don't 
f ee l li k e writing now. Perh ap s he did t h is b eca use he became 
so nervous about the who l e affai r . 

I still haven't fo und out where t h e Bismarck Tribune go t 
t h e story fr om th at Walter's bo dy wa s recovered off shore abo u t 
one - half mi:).e from t h e Santa Barb ar a ai r port . 

I was disa ppo int ed l a st wee k , not bei ng able to meet t h at 
friend or r .el a tive of you rs t ha t was in Hazelton. I can't 
see why my hu sb and didn 't invite h i m out to our ho use . He 
d i dn ' t seem t o know any t h i ng abou t him . 

The escort a lso told us t ha t t her e is still one person 
left from t he company t ha t Wa lt er was in and t ha t he kne w hi m 
pers onal l y . 

Even though it is t ak i ng so me t ime , but I still re member 
I owe you a p ic t ur e that I pro mised to yo u . 

Th-e-re 
leave it :( 
to meet • ./ 

/ 
I' 

who.J..e o t moxe I c o-U-ld s ay but I gues.s '11 
next letter or mayb e s ome±i me t h at we 'll chan ce 

Yours truly , 

Mrs. Peter Eisenb arth 


